Myocardial ischemia and infarction postthoracotomy.
The best long-term survival for any given lung cancer patient is provided by surgical resection. However, pneumonectomy still has the highest mortality rates, often due to cardiac complications. Risk assessment can be aided by preoperative evaluation of thoracic surgery patients. The role of right heart function, intraoperative management, and postoperative conditions in myocardial ischemia and infraction are analyzed, and the benefits of different kinds of resection are weighed in light of possible cardiac complications.